
Consider the following questions as guidelines while working 
on a theme.

Does it make sense, considering the events, activities •
and issues of the year?
Is there a catchphrase that students will be able to relate •
to and understand?

Theme basics
Developing a theme idea throughout the yearbook not only helps to unify the book, but also adds a 
special dimension of involvement for readers.

Is there a unifying concept to tie the events of the year •
together?
Does it allow for both verbal and visual development?•
Does it show a fresh, contemporary approach?•
Where are effective places to develop a theme?•
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Cover•   Theme catchphrase may be actually stated, but 
at least the cover sets up the mood or tone refl ected 
in the theme.
Endsheets•   Promotes unifying idea, either with color 
choice or through use of headlines, copy, photos, artwork, 
captions or graphics.
Title page•   Content and design refl ects theme idea. Title 
of book is most important type element and includes year, 
volume number, school name and complete address, 
including ZIP code. Many schools also include school 
enrollment and telephone number.

front cover 

title page

front endsheet

title pagetitle pagetitle pagetitle pagetitle page

front endsheet
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closing

openingopening

closing

division spreaddivision spreaddivision spread

Opening section•   Usually two or three spreads that 
relate the theme to the school in general, but with 
specific facts and details.
Division spreads•   Show how each section relates 
to the theme idea.
Closing spreads•   Last one to three pages serves as 
a wrap-up to theme and school year.
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